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Response to CIEP's Questions on
Soviet Grain Storage Capacity




-3 July 1974

11!1 N R R AN & h"} g iy !
ORANDUM FOR: Sldnev Zublud £f
Council cn International Economic Dou.cv

SUBJECT .. : CIEP's Questions on Soviet Grain

1. This in Lesponse to Dennis Wood's memorandum -
on Soviet Grain Storage C apac it ; dated 21 ¥ay 1974.
As per -our telephone convers i, we have recast the
guestions.

2. Do we have a rough ildea of USSR grain storage
capa01ty° )

Officials of the USSR H;Jistry of Procurement -—--
tne agency responsiblie for purciasing and handl;;g crain
Creps —-= cccntly told a U.S. delegation that curreas
sctorage capacity for grain, ac e Ministry, was
million metric *“ons. o aadi is "mcre than
million metric tons" of ca s We have &z
good idea ¢f the tyces
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undoubtedly varies ifrom opnen-alr vla

buildings. The accuracy of thc cuant

capacity could probaklv be ch~cxed, at lehsg rouoh;v, oy
lished by the USSX on

c
aggregating the data 'CgLTarLy p
stoxage capacity constructed. This, however, would Le a
very time consuming project.
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We have not vet received &
findings. Their favorabl
-mation may be forthcoming.

3. What has our acricultural exchange agrecment with
the USSR produced along these lines?
The US delegation on wheat storage, handling, and
mllllng was the first US group to viszit the USSE urder
ne US/USSR agricultural exchange agreement. ‘They may ho
able to shed considecrable lich: o Soviet scorage progsicis
C
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agilied informaetion on theixr
@ception suggests more infor-—
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4. What does the agricultural attache's office know
on these topics

The agrlcul tural QLC%CHG s office participates in
most meetings between U.S. agricultural delegations a-=c
Soviet officials. The office also reads the local press.
However, they do not do any research into problems such

as grain storage or cqoaCLLy.
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5. What assumptions does USDA use on storage capacity
We understand that USDA accepts the capacities
exoressed .above (para. l.) as accurate. .

6. What do we kaow about the Soviet grain stock
pos:’.i:io*x'>

The Soviets made it vexry cicar to the first workiyng
group on the ba/LSS? agricultureal exchange that the quantity
of grain stocks is a state secret, subject to the official
Secrets Act. Nevertheless, one official menticned »lat
the USSR feels stocks should ¥egual a year's needs.”

" Although ambiguous in coverage, the implicatiocsn is thait these
stocks ‘include both centralized stocks which are pcixa Td Ly
for food, industriczl and scod vecos; and farm stolks wihiiorn
consist of feed and some sead. Thigs sort of general stalc-—
ment is corroborated in Soviet technical puoLLcatlon &l
by a statement by Xhrushchev in 1938. The Uhanu*uv
desired in so-called “"strategic® (untouchoblie except in &an
emergency) or a minimun level of stocks, however, is noT
known. 2as needs for grain incresse it can be assumad thal
the level of all stocks wanted and sernaos the minimum
itevel also would iacrease. Cur grain szlance work,
currently in progrces, indic&t:s cihat waile Sovioc
rcqu1re‘cn’v have been i increasing, tra L1
in c¢rein procuctiorn has Lot acditions to sto
vere not possible in § of the past 12 years. Indaecd,
sharp stock crawc0vn~ were neceszary in some of these yealo.




